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In my capacity as Rapporteur of the General Committee, I am honored to present to the distinguished ministers and heads of delegation at this forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly the report on the work carried out by the General Committee, in compliance with Article 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
I. INTRODUCTION
Installation of the Committee, election of the Chair, and submission of recommendations

At its first session, held on June 4, 2014, the plenary of the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly installed the General Committee pursuant to Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure and elected as its chair Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS, who was nominated by the delegation of Nicaragua, a motion seconded by the delegation of Chile. She was elected by acclamation.  On that occasion, the President of the General Assembly invited the delegations to submit new draft resolutions, noting that the deadline for doing so was 11:00 a.m. on June 4. He also invited the General Committee to submit a report on its work at the fourth plenary session, on June 5, 2014. The General Committee was also urged to take all necessary steps to ensure that the deliberations were recorded and kept, in the event that the need arose to consult them.
Allocation of topics
The plenary originally allocated 15 draft resolutions to the General Committee, 12 of which had been assigned by the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, as their negotiation in the Permanent Council was not concluded. In addition, the following three draft resolutions were referred to the General Committee by the plenary of the Assembly: Draft resolution “Convocation of the Inter-American Conference on Land Rights, Natural Resources, Development and Consultation: Experiences and Challenges” (AG/CG/doc.2/14); draft resolution “Support for the Peace Process in Colombia” (AG/CG/doc.3/14); and [image: image2.emf]  GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

 draft resolution “Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Right with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” (AG/CG/doc.4/14).
It is worth noting that during the plenary session of the General Assembly, the delegation of Venezuela withdrew its “ad referendum” to the draft resolution “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Its Technical Secretariat” (AG/doc.5424/14 corr. 1), which was thus adopted.
Furthermore, at the first meeting of the General Committee the delegation of Chile withdrew its “ad referendum” to draft resolution “Telecommunications/Information and Communications Technologies for Development” (AG/doc.5445/14). As a result, the draft resolution was approved and taken off the order of business.  
As regards the draft resolutions submitted to the General Committee, the delegation of Peru requested that the first draft under consideration be “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families” (AG/doc.5446/14), while the delegation of Colombia asked that the draft resolution “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach” (AG/doc.5432/14) be addressed as item 12 on the order of business, so as to allow more time for its examination.
Three new draft resolutions were submitted within the time limit for their inclusion: Draft resolution “Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes” (AG/CG/doc.5/14), presented by the delegations of Belize and Guatemala; draft resolution “The Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and the Independence and Autonomy of the Organs of the Inter-American Human Rights System” (AG/CG/doc.6/14), presented by the delegation of Costa Rica; and a draft Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas (AG/CG/doc.7/14), presented by the delegations of Bolivia and Paraguay.  

I should mention that at the third meeting of the Committee, the delegation of Costa Rica withdrew its proposal, in view of the approval of the draft resolution “Process of Reflection on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.” 
II. PROCEEDINGS
Order of business

At the first meeting of the General Committee, held on June 4, 2014, the Chair thanked the OAS member states for supporting his candidacy.  The Committee then took up the draft order of business, document AG/CG/OD-1/13, which contained the aforesaid drafts.
Election of the Vice Chair and Rapporteur
As provided in Article 24 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the General Committee proceeded to elect its Vice Chair and its Rapporteur.
On a motion by the delegation of Brazil, seconded by the delegation of Canada, Ambassador Elizabeth Ruiz Díaz Labrano, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, was elected by acclamation as Vice Chair.
The delegation of Paraguay nominated me, Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS, for Rapporteur of the General Committee, which motion was seconded by the Delegation of Mexico. I was elected by acclamation.
Working procedure
The Chair proposed procedures to facilitate completion of its work within the time requested by the plenary of the General Assembly.  
Meetings
The General Committee met on three occasions to review the topics assigned to it in the order of business.
The first and second meetings took place on Wednesday, June 4, 2014, and the third, on Thursday, June 5, 2014.
Under the astute leadership of its Chair, Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry Martin, Permanent Representative of St. Kitts and Nevis, and its Vice Chair, Ambassador Elizabeth Ruiz Díaz Labrano, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, the General Committee approved by consensus the draft Declaration and the following sixteen draft resolutions assigned to it:
i. Telecommunications/Information and Communications Technologies for Development.
ii. Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families. A footnote was submitted by Colombia. 
iii. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression. Footnotes were submitted by: Honduras, Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Suriname, Paraguay, Guatemala, Ecuador, Saint Lucia, and Panama. 

iv. Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process. Footnotes were submitted by Nicaragua and Ecuador regarding the reference to the Summits (of Heads of State and Government) of the Americas.
v. Financing of the 2014 Program-Budget of the Organization. On this topic, we wish to note that the General Committee agreed to a 1.5% budget increase. 
vi. The Americas: A Zone of Peace, Cooperation, and Peaceful Dispute Settlement.
vii. Modifications to the CITEL Statute and Regulations.
viii. Process of reflection on the workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to strengthening the inter-American human rights system. 
ix. Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach. Footnotes were submitted by Bolivia, Nicaragua, Venezuela, the United States, and Ecuador.  
x. Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Search for New Approaches and Effective Solutions in the Development and Implementation of Policies for Addressing the World Drug Problem in the Americas. 
xi. Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
xii. Declaration on Indigenous Peoples. A footnote was submitted by Canada.

xiii. Follow-up on the Implementation of the Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas. Footnotes were submitted by United States, Barbados, Canada, Chile, and Paraguay.
xiv. Convocation of the Meeting of Experts on Land Rights, Natural Resources, Development and Consultation: Experiences and Challenges, the title of which was altered considering the nature of the type of meeting that would be held on the topic proposed.
xv. Support for the Peace Process in Colombia. It is worth noting that this draft resolution was cosponsored by the delegations of Mexico and the Dominican Republic, and that all the delegations openly expressed unanimous support for the efforts made by the people and government of Colombia under the peace process. 
xvi. Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territorial Disputes. Submitted by the delegations of Belize and Guatemala, this resolution was approved by acclamation and a footnote was presented by El Salvador.
At the last working meeting, the Committee Chair, Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry Martin, expressed appreciation for the support she received in chairing the meetings. She also thanked all the delegations on the General Committee for their efforts and collaboration and commended the participants on the seriousness and high caliber of the exchange that took place.  She also expressed her gratitude to the General Secretariat’s technical team and the Paraguayan support staff, and declared the meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. on Thursday, June 6.
On a personal note, I would like on behalf of all the delegations to express our recognition and appreciation to the Chair for her leadership in presiding over the negotiations of the draft resolutions that were assigned to the General Committee. As regards the representatives of the member states who took part in the meetings of the Committee, we congratulate them on their efforts and unstinting collaboration in the tasks assigned to it. 

Finally, I would like to place on record my gratitude to the members of the General Committee for having entrusted me with the responsibility of serving as the Rapporteur for this Committee. I therefore submit this brief report for the consideration of the ministers and heads of delegation at the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.

Finally, foreign ministers, heads of mission, I beg your indulgence in allowing me express deserved recognition to those who did invaluable creative work and built consensus in the General Committee of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly and, to each of the members of the various missions who, as I can personally attest, diligently began the worthy task of preparing all the documents that this General Assembly session has considered, successfully striking a fair balance between the sacred national interests of their states, without neglecting the noble aims of our unique and inimitable hemispheric Organization.
In this I include all the staff and employees of the General Secretariat of the Organization, to each of whom I would like to express my respect and admiration, while again acknowledging their talent, dedication and commitment.
I thank you, Mr. President, and hope that I have carried out my responsibilities at least satisfactorily.

Leonidas Rosa Bautista

Ambassador 
 
Permanent Mission of Honduras to the OAS 

Rapporteur of the General Committee
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